
Hellifield Parish Council Meeting Minutes
Wednesday 22 January 2025 - Hellifield Village Institute – Yorke Room
Attendees: 
Chairman Julian Sleath, Vice Chairman Wayne Harding, Councillors Karen  Dunwoodie, Harriet Maddock, Clerk Julie Sleath, County Councillor Simon Myers and 1 member of the public. 
1. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 13 November 2024 were approved and signed.
Minutes of the extraordinary meeting held on Thurs 5 December 2024 were approved and signed

2. Apologies received from Councillors Sophie Lemal, Wendy Robinson and Neil Bates, also PCSOs Jayne Grace & Julia Runciman
3. To record members’ interests: no members interests reported
4. Public Participation Paul Emsley raised that he has had no response from NY Police to his queries re mobile cameras in the village to the identified sites (see Police Update at item 5.2). Also raised concerns re police handling of two recent major incidents on local main roads where traffic was backed up for a considerable time with danger to children getting off a bus on Skipton Hill and walking down the A65. 
5. Village Matters
5.1 Noise from older children on Thorndale Playground late into the night. To report to Police.
5.2 PCSO Jayne Grace reported 34 incidents reported to the Police in Hellifield between 11.11.24 and 17.01.25 Reports include – General contact from other Police force enquiries, General contact from other agencies, Abandon Calls, Civil dispute parking, Highway disruption – vehicles blocking drive Station Road, Tree down Malham Road, Temp lights signage A65 checked in order, Sheep in village area searched no gain, ASB Personal, Domestic dispute & Stalking. 

4 reports re manner of driving on A65. Thefts on Thorndale Street – cast iron bath/pipes; tools from van; garages entered (nothing taken). Quad theft - Mill Lane.  2 x concerns for welfare/safety 
1 x suspect person identified as a railway worker. 2 x RTC on A65 and 1 x RTC on A682. 1 x broken down vehicle and suspect driving offences. 1 x neighbour dispute (joint partnership working)
UPDATE – re Community Speed Watch
Concerns from Paul Emsley raised with reply from Jamie SMITH who manages the team at NYP looking after Community Speed Watch (CSW). They have regular contact with CSW who send weekly reports to NYP. Jamie was going to speak with Paul re the 3 sites raised for the camera team to park (which he wasn’t aware of).

All Safety Camera Enforcement has to be risk assessed and sited at pre-approved locations because not only do NYP need to make sure they are parked appropriately and not breaching any Health and Safety regs or just simply getting in the way of someone, but NYP also need to make sure they have the legal documents for the road which make the speed limit legally enforceable.

The Camera team is looking at the 3 locations put forward by the CSW team

Julia is emailing Jamie Smith after Community Speed watch member raised how do they go about accessing the VAS data & if they can have another speed gun.
5.3 List of actions since last meeting supplied by the Clerk to Councillors pre-meeting to include :
Extraordinary Meeting re Flashes arranged at short notice, Agenda prepared and cascaded and meeting attended. Minutes later prepped and cascaded and Flashes objection raised with Planning. 
Christmas Event arranged to include WI (Catering), Santa attendance, Lights installation (B Hugill) and turn on, advertisement and event itself. Hedge trimming arranged; grass cutting for 2025 arranged; Light and crossing issues reported to NY Highways; investigated potential EV charging point for village and request for point in main car park made to NYC; number of grit bins identified and potential new sites reviewed; Paid VAS invoices and completed NYC form for further grant from Simon Myers Locality Budget as contribution; allotments inspected – not all have a 1m gap between tended land and boundary walls; website and Facebook and Noticeboards updated with various items. Police drop in dates extended to May 2025. Damaged fencing along Y&L terrace does not belong to Railway so they are not responsible for upkeep. Property sold and since developed.

Precept submitted. Banking spreadsheets and payment schedules for Nov and Dec.completed. 
5.4 Discussion re Grit Bins. Seven identified in village, some are used but many are not. These are for the public to use and to spread where they wish, and are filled / re-filled by NYC Highways team. Currently no budget for additional bins (Cllr Myers) but hopefully will be an allocation in the next financial year. Three added sites identified: Peel Green entrance triangle; entrance to the Gables; near Thorndale Playground.  Members of the public can get together to arrange grit spreading if they wish.
5.5 Hellifield Emergency Plan discussed. Cllr Dunwoodie had discussed with former Lead (Bob Moore) and is happy to take Lead on the Plan going forward with Cllr Robinson as Deputy. The Clerk offered to assist and to forward the most recent update. Mr Emsley agreed to remain involved. 
6. Council Matters 
1) Allotments: No action required until March, however spreadsheet updated with new charges. All allotments are full, and there is a short waiting list. 
2) Grass cutting contract ongoing. Will need review in November 2025
3) Treetops instructed to do tree trimming and hedges in allotments. Likely to start this week.
4) Annual reviews of Clerk and Handyman to be held before March meeting
5) New Councillor introductions to be sent to Hellifield Herald for public information
7. Report from County Councillor 
Highways:  I have had confirmation from Sharon Fox: ‘I have been advised there are two Action Numbers in the system for both these assets to be removed.  (Two outstanding light removals)

A/N 102124  LP28 Park Street has been removed

A/N102155  LP30 Kendal Road, NY Highways are waiting for other works in the area.’

I have asked for confirmation but I believe this means no further requests for payment will be made.

Budget and Council Tax: I will share the various details of the Budget in due course but the headlines for now:  At one fell swoop before Christmas, the Government abolished the Rural Services Delivery Support Grant which cost North Yorkshire Council £14.2 million. Despite some welcome additional funding is specific areas, this, together with the cost of the increase in Employer’s NI contributions means that your Council has seen a reduction in £6.5 million in revenue. 

The Budget this year involves a number of substantial savings. By the end of the financial year 24/25 we will have saved almost £90 million since the start of the new Council. However, this year, even if we increase Council Tax by the maximum of 4.9% we will have to use £4.8 million from our reserves to balance the books. These are very challenging times for Local Government and particularly for large rural Councils who have come off worst in the new Financial Settlement. 

Fortunately, NYC is in a generally strong financial position and a much better one than most Councils. We will continue to look at savings and make the case for fairer funding from Central Government.

Planning: There have been a large number of responses to the consultation on the renewed application for the ‘Flashes’.  Some very good ones.
Daniel Childs, the Planning Officer, will keep me in the loop as to progress. 

Warm Homes Fund:  We have put in a bid for £9.5 million a year for 3 years to help those in privately owned or privately rented property insulate and upgrade the energy efficiency of their homes. We will hear the outcome of the bid in early February and I will keep the Parish updated about this, but it is a real opportunity for residents to have their homes made energy efficient for free, including insulation, double glazing and new heating systems.

8. Correspondence:  NYC contact re considering Traveller’s Survey. HPC decided to buy a combination lock for the gate into the Thorndale field in an attempt to prevent any issues arising. 
 9.   Street Lighting: Old and disused street lights need removing at East View and Park Avenue. Cllr Myers has resolved. See his report at item 7 above. Exposed box on streetlamp on Y&L Terrace reported.
11. Highways: manhole cover outside Hazy Days still rocking and needs re-reporting. Blocked drain on Station Road causes problems for access by pedestrians and traffic, however this road is not adopted and is privately owned, so NYC Highways not responsible and unlikely to take action.  
12. Planning items – pre circulated. No objections identified by HPC: 

a) Application No: ZA24/25993/FUL AMENDMENT to Proposal: Demolition of existing fish & chip shop and 2 garages, and construction of 2 no dwellings Location: Fish Shop, Main Road, Hellifield, BD23 4JY

b) Application Number: ZA24/26490/HH Proposal: Erection of detached double garage (demolition of outbuilding) Location: Mart Farm, Haw Grove, Hellifield, BD23 4JA

b) Application No: ZA24/26359/TPO Planning approved re Proposal: Felling 1 no. Ash subject to a Tree Preservation Order Location: 31 Drovers Walk, Hellifield, Skipton, BD23 4DW.

c) Application No: ZA24/25993/FUL Date Valid: 7th August 2024 Planning approved subject to conditions. Proposal: Demolition of existing fish and chip shop and 2 garages, and construction of 2 no dwellings Location: Fish Shop, Main Road, Hellifield, BD23 4JY.

d) Application Number: ZA24/26611/FUL Proposal: Demolition of two agricultural buildings and the removal of a silage clamp and a silo. Location: Tenley Farm, Hellifield, BD23 4JN

e) Application Number: ZA24/26605/FUL Proposal: Change of use of a traditional barn and outbuilding for short term visitor accommodation or residential dwellings. Haugh Field Farm, Hellifield, BD23 4EH,

f) Application No: ZA24/26490/HH Date Valid: 25th November 2024 Planning approved: Erection of detached double garage (demolition of outbuilding) Mart Farm, Haw Grove, Hellifield, BD23 4JA

13. Finance: To discuss and approve financial matters incl receipts, payments, transfers and donations
a. Payments and receipts schedules for November and December 2024 approved and signed

b. To approve and complete application to Lloyds Bank for authority to obtain a Business Debit Card for authorised users, subject to Business Debit Card Ts and Cs (postponed to March)

14. To receive items of information and proposals for the agenda of future Meetings. 
Annual Litter pick not arranged for a few years. This is part of the Handyman’s role, but an additional one dealing with areas where there is considerable litter in hedges etc would be a good addition, and would be a community event which could be tied in with the National Clean Up Day on 20/09. To add to July Agenda.
The meeting ended at:  20:35 hours
Date of next meeting – Wednesday 12 March 2025 at 7:30pm
All meetings are open to the public and press. The public however, are reminded that they are not permitted to take part in any discussions without the permission of the Council. At the start of each meeting, the Chairman will ask if any members of the public present have any items to bring to the attention of the Council.
Signed           Julie Sleath - Clerk to Hellifield Parish Council – Jan 2025
Signed at meeting 12 March 2025 – J B Sleath Chairman
Finances as at 30/11/2024

Current Statements:

	Lloyds TSB Account
	£18998.31
	

	Skipton Building Society
VAS FUND total 
	£22430.60 as at 1st NOV 2024

£4600 less £500 & £52.50 = £4047.50 (excl VAT)


	

	Receipts 
	£721.89 Interest on Skipton Account
	
	

	NOVEMBER: PAYMENTS BY BANK TRANSFER / Direct Debit

	Details
	Amount
	Payee
	Payment Method

	Village Maintenance –  Nov
	£297.60
	James Webb
	BANK TRANSFER

	Administration –  Nov
	£715.00
	Julie Sleath
	BANK TRANSFER

	Income tax Nov
	£240.20
	HMRC
	BANK TRANSFER 

	O2 Clerk Phone top up (3 months)
	£30.00
	Julie Sleath
	BANK TRANSFER 

	Sweets for Santa from Morrisons (4 tubs)
	£16.00 
	Julie Sleath
	BANK TRANSFER

	Plants for winter tubs (Newlands Nursery)
	£40.00
	Robert Moore
	BANK TRANSFER

	Repairs to play equipment Station Road
	£460.03
	Wicksteed Leisure
	BANK TRANSFER

	Christmas Event – Tesco Aldi and Boyes
	£125.22
	Robert Moore
	BANK TRANSFER

	Christmas Lights / Electrics and fitting
	£918.17
	Brian Hugill
	BANK TRANSFER

	TOTAL 
	£2842.22
	


All payments are inclusive of VAT.
Finances as at 31/12/2024

Current Statements:

	Lloyds TSB Account
	£16156.09
	

	Skipton Building Society
VAS FUND total 
	£22430.60 as at 1st NOV 2024

£4047.50  less £4015.00 (Below net of VAT)  =  £32.50 (excl VAT)


	

	Receipts 
	£721.89 Interest on Skipton Account
	
	

	DECEMBER: PAYMENTS BY BANK TRANSFER / Direct Debit

	Details
	Amount
	Payee
	Payment Method

	Village Maintenance –  Dec
	£206.40
	James Webb
	BANK TRANSFER

	Administration –  Dec
	£715.00
	Julie Sleath
	BANK TRANSFER

	Income tax Dec
	£217.40
	HMRC
	BANK TRANSFER 

	Printer Ink (Amazon)
	£33.07
	Julie Sleath
	BANK TRANSFER 

	Krystal Hosting
	£9.59
	Domain Renewal
	BANK TRANSFER

	Room Hire for 2024
	£425
	Hellifield Institute
	BANK TRANSFER

	Street Lighting on the Sidings
	£184.52
	Network Rail
	BANK TRANSFER

	VAS Radar 3rd fitting (Gisburn Road)
	£4818.00
	SWARCO
	BANK TRANSFER

	TOTAL 
	£6608.98
	


All payments are inclusive of VAT.


